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Sample Bequest Language
• Unrestricted Gift

A gift that can be used where need or opportunity is greatest:
I give to [Insert Legal Name of Your Charity Here], a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation,
located in [Insert City and State of Your Charity Here] the sum of $_______* for its
general purposes.

• Gift for a Specific Purpose:
I give to [Insert Legal Name of Your Charity Here], a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation,
located in [Insert City and State of Your Charity Here] the sum of $_______* to be used
for [state purpose].

• Perpetual Endowment Fund
A gift that benefits us in perpetuity:
I give to [Insert Legal Name of Your Charity Here], a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation,
located in [Insert City and State of Your Charity Here] the sum of $_______*, to be used
as a permanent endowment, the income only from which shall be used for its general
purposes (or describe the specific purpose, if desired).

• Residuary Bequest
Leaves any remainder after all other bequests have been paid:
All the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, I give to [Insert
Legal Name of Your Charity Here], a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, located in [Insert
City and State of Your Charity Here] for its general purposes.

• Contingent Bequest
Takes effect only if a primary intention can’t be met:
If [name of beneficiary] does not survive me, or shall die during the administration of my
estate, or as a result of a common disaster, then I give to [Insert Legal Name of Your
Charity Here], a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, located in [Insert City and State of
Your Charity Here] all of the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, to be used for its
benefit.

• Safety Language
Language added whenever a gift is restricted:
In the event the purposes of the restriction, in the opinion of the Board of Directors, can
no longer be served, the Board may devote any remaining assets exclusively for
charitable purposes that: (a) are within the scope of the charitable purposes of the [Insert
Legal Name of Your Charity Here], and (b) most nearly approximate the original purpose
of the gift.
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* Rather than leaving a sum certain, you can include language that refers to a percentage of your
estate or a description of the property you wish to give.

Sample Introduction of Legacy Giving Topic

“You have been a wonderful supporter of our charity for many years. Has anyone ever
approached you about a legacy gift, or asked you to include our charity in your estate plans, so
that we can count on your support in perpetuity?”
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ABC Conservatory of Music
The Case for Legacy Giving

Statement of Purpose

The ABC Conservatory of Music is dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in music education. A
distinguished faculty, teaching in a learning environment characterized by an emphasis on the
development of individual students, prepares undergraduate and graduate students for careers as
composers, performers, and teachers. Through the Preparatory Division, this faculty provides an
outstanding program for talented pre-collegiate students. The Conservatory’s Extension Division
affords adult students a variety of stimulating class and studio opportunities for the enhancement
of their musical knowledge and skills.

Background

Demographers project that the collective value of estates of Americans between 1990 and 2040
may exceed $100,000,000,000,000. This staggering sum will go to their heirs, to the government
in taxes, and to charities through legacy gifts. Americans understand the importance of giving to
make their communities and their world a better place. Many of them, when informed about gift
planning, will welcome the opportunity to make a difference.

The Conservatory can be a beneficiary of this enormous transfer of wealth. The amount that
loyal friends designate to us depends on how well we educate them about legacy gifts, how
extensively we promote legacy gifts, and the level of support from trustees and other volunteers
for the effort.

Gift Planning Serves the Conservatory’s Institutional Priorities

Gift planning presents the Conservatory with an important opportunity to pursue more fully its
mission – to provide an outstanding music education to tomorrow’s performers, composers, and
conductors. Legacy gifts provide:

 Support for special purposes. They are an additional opportunity for donors to participate in
the Faculty for Music campaign, which will underwrite two endowed faculty chairs.

 Stability. Permanent income in addition to tuition ensures support for future students and for
the future of classical music.

 Achievement of strategic goals. They will help the Conservatory reach its strategic plan goal
of increasing endowment to an amount equal to four times the annual operating budget.

 A way to strengthen bonds with Conservatory friends. We can serve our constituency by
providing assistance with estate planning so that it satisfies personal and family needs as well
as giving donors the pleasure of helping an institution they believe in.
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The Conservatory is Ready for Gift Planning

 Strong potential. Friends of the Conservatory already make bequests (generally $50,000 or
more each year). An established program will result in more bequests and other legacy gifts.

 Another giving option. Many Conservatory friends are older (almost 40% of respondents to a
survey last year) and they care deeply about the conservatory but they have fixed incomes
and can’t contribute large sums to the annual fund. However, they are exceptionally loyal and
have given regularly for many years. Through legacy gifts, they can dramatically express
their love of music and the Conservatory.

 The next step for major donors. There are a number of older trustees and patrons who have
generously supported the Conservatory and worked hard to promote its cause. They can
make legacy gifts as the capstones of their involvement. Such gifts can also provide special
recognition opportunities.

Now is the time for the Conservatory to initiate a formal Gift Planning Program

The past few years have been a time of change at the Conservatory. This has resulted in a new
strategic plan for the future and careful review of current programs and operations. It is now
clear that the Conservatory must develop new sources of revenue to ensure a healthy future.
Legacy giving has the potential to be an important one.

Many Conservatory donors are of an age where including legacy gifts in their estate plans could
be extremely beneficial to them in satisfying their philanthropic interests while allowing them to
recognize other significant benefits.

Legacy gifts will allow more donors to participate in our Faculty for Music endowment
campaign.

It takes time to develop legacy gifts. The sooner we initiate an active gift planning program, the
sooner we will realize funds and the more older donors we will reach.

Most importantly, our donors will have the opportunity to provide the gift of music for future
generations.
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