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Statement:  
As a not-for-profit organization, Johns Hopkins Medicine relies upon and is tremendously grateful for the 
generosity of our donors. In 2018, we collaborated with members of our community to plan the launch of 
a new Women’s Health Center at Sibley Memorial Hospital, and we were grateful for the financial support 
we received to help initiate our plans.  
 
The $1 million raised towards the $25 million goal for the creation of a Women’s Health Center was kept 
in a restricted fund within the Sibley Memorial Hospital Foundation. From 2019 until early 2020 money 
from that fund went to pay for the hiring of three personnel tasked with furthering the plans for and 
creation of the Women’s Health Center at Sibley Memorial Hospital. With the onset of COVID-19 and the 
tremendous impact on health care and health care workers, we made the difficult decision to pause the 
creation of a Women’s Health Center. From that point on, we withdrew no additional money from that 
fund.  
 
Following the decision to pause the creation of the Women’s Health Center, we were in close 
communication with members of the Women’s Health Center Advisory Committee and major donors, 
and we have since been in contact with all donors to the Women’s Health Center. We have detailed what 
shaped our decision, and worked with donors to find new designations or, if they preferred, to return the 
funds. During this time, we have continued to provide and grow our women’s health services at Sibley.   
 
 
Q&A  

• Why was the Women’s Health Center paused? 
The creation of a Women’s Health Center at Sibley was a 2018 initiative to provide enhanced 
coordination and improved access to women’s health services for patients visiting Sibley.  
 
In 2020, as COVID-19 placed incredible burden on healthcare providers, we made the decision to 
pause the further development of the Women’s Health Center. 
 

• What happened to the funds raised in support of the Women’s Health Center?  
A total of just over $1,073,598 was donated to a Sibley Foundation Women’s Health Center fund, 
which is a restricted fund.  
 
From 2019 until early 2020 money from that fund went to pay for the hiring of three personnel 
tasked with furthering the plans for and creation of the Women’s Health Center at Sibley 
Memorial Hospital. 
 



Once it was determined that the creation of a Women’s Health Center at Sibley as initially 
conceived would be paused, no additional money was withdrawn from the restricted fund in 
which donations are kept. 

 
• Is there money left?  

Other than funds used to pay salaries for staff who were part of Phase One plans to develop the 
Sibley Women’s Health Center [and some small marketing expenses], all funds designated for the 
Sibley Women’s Health Center remain untouched in a restricted fund.  
 
Donors who have requested their money back or to be reallocated have had their requests 
fulfilled.  

 
• Why is there a sign for the Women’s Health Center in a building at Sibley? Was money spent on 

construction or remodeling? 
The renovations that were done were paid for out of Sibley’s operational budget not the Sibley 
Women’s Health Center fund. 

 
• Is the Women’s Health Center ever going to be built? 

We maintain an unwavering dedication to expanding offerings for improving women’s health. We 
have concentrated on attracting talent and developing comprehensive, patient-centric services 
for the community and the region. Our goal remains to provide women with enhanced access to 
comprehensive medical care.   
 
Recently, Sibley Memorial Hospital has:  

o Expanded access for gynecological surgery patients through the recruitment of physicians 
and support staff, including exceptional uro-gynecology clinical talent. Since 2020 we 
have brought on board eight new staff members to support our work in this space and to 
provide exceptional care to patients. 

o Prioritized the inclusion of patient-focused navigation and coordination services for 
surgical patients.  
 

Women’s services are a critical focus for Sibley, and we will continue to advance attracting talent, 
developing new systems, and enhancing processes to improve the health of women in our 
community.  
 
The funds for the Women’s Health Center will remain untouched until key stakeholders and the 
Sibley Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees align on a vision for the future of the Sibley Women’s 
Health Center. 

 
• Why weren’t all donors notified and updated about this pause earlier? 

When the first wave of COVID-19 struck the United States in 2020 our priorities as a health care 
system had to radically shift. As the pandemic progressed and we learned to navigate new 
realities, we had to reassess what would be the best approach for providing care and services to 
our patients.  
 
We paused the creation of a Sibley Women’s Health Center as it was originally detailed and 
communicated that decision to the Sibley Women’s Health Center Advisory Council.  
 



We understand the potential frustrations caused by not communicating with every donor to the 
Sibley Women’s Health Center fund about the pause at the time the decision was made. In April 
2022 we did reach out to all donors to ensure they were aware of the pause and that the funds 
have remained in a restricted account. We also offered opportunity to discuss return or 
redesignation of funds. 
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